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not appear until the following autumn. They
were dedicated to Camille Pleyel, who had com-
missioned them, paying 500 francs in advance,
and promising 1,500 francs on completion. A
musical ear and understanding will perceive in
these Preludes a reflection of those mysterious
movings of spirit that were in themselves pre-
ludes to the alliance between Chopin and
George Sand - will perceive even more clearly,
perhaps, than if more tangible evidence were
available.

Not until the end of 1838 does the course of
Chopin's life emerge again with any certainty.
Even then its motives sometimes appear only
through a haze ; and sometimes through the dark
glass of George Sand's own evidence. In her
Histoire de ma vie she offers an explanation of
Chopin's decision to accompany her to Majorca.
She had already planned to spend the winter in a
warmer climate for the sake of her delicate son,
Maurice. While she was making plans for her
departure, Chopin, whom she saw daily, repeat-
edly told her that, if he were in Maurice's place,
he believed he would soon be cured of his own
malady. Many of his friends thought that he was
consumptive and urged him to spend some time
in the south of Europe. During his visits to the
Wodzinskis his health had caused anxiety, but
now his case was far more serious. Rest and a
change of environment were essential. But, in
spite of his longing to be cured, it was difficult to
persuade him to leave Paris - his friends, his